News of the Department of Animal Science by Department of Animal Science
South Dakota State University
Open PRAIRIE: Open Public Research Access Institutional
Repository and Information Exchange
Animal Science Newsletter Department of Animal Science
12-7-2012
News of the Department of Animal Science
Department of Animal Science
Follow this and additional works at: http://openprairie.sdstate.edu/ans_news
Part of the Animal Sciences Commons
This Newsletter is brought to you for free and open access by the Department of Animal Science at Open PRAIRIE: Open Public Research Access
Institutional Repository and Information Exchange. It has been accepted for inclusion in Animal Science Newsletter by an authorized administrator of
Open PRAIRIE: Open Public Research Access Institutional Repository and Information Exchange. For more information, please contact
michael.biondo@sdstate.edu.
Recommended Citation
Department of Animal Science, "News of the Department of Animal Science" (2012). Animal Science Newsletter. Paper 10.
http://openprairie.sdstate.edu/ans_news/10
 
NODARS 
The News Of the Department of Animal Science 
NODARS Vol. 32 Issue No. 5   December 7, 2012   Page 1 
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  
December 5-7—Sheep Shearing School   December 15-17—A.I. School 
January 5-7—Beef 20/20     January 12—Lamb Bonanza 
February 16—Pork Classic     March 22-23—Little International   
April 12—MN FFA      April 15—SD FFA 
May 4—SDSU Graduation     September 14—Beef Bowl 
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS:   DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS: 22—JANE PESALL    
13—JEN EIDE    10—JASON GRIFFIN 23—LACIE HOFFMAN      
24—PAUL SCHLOBOHM   19—ADAM RHODY 23—DUSTIN MOHRHAUSER   
26—JEFF HELD    21—CODY WRIGHT 24—ROZANNE MCGRATH    
CONGRATULATIONS! 
-To Dr. Keith Underwood on re-
ceiving the 2012 Distinguished Ser-
vice Award from the SD Beef Indus-
try Council. 
-To SDSU’s Sheep Unit recently 
honored for having the only Centen-
nial Hampshire flock in the country.  
In 1898 SDSU (then SDSC) pur-
chased 11 Hampshire ewes from 
Elon Pettigrew of Flandreau, SD; 
thus Hampshires have been raised at 
SDSU 
for 123 years!  Through 2011, 
2646 SDSU Hampshires (3rd in 
the state) have been registered.  
The primary roles of purebred 
SDSU Hampshires are to provide 
a superior terminal sire breed of 
sheep for undergraduate teaching 
and outstanding quality seed 
stock to purebred and commer-
cial sectors of the industry.  In-
structional uses include judging 
teams, teaching courses and Little I.  The flock has been inte-
grated into various research projects and extension activities.  
Dr. Jeff Held oversees the Sheep Unit, while Ann Kolthoff 
is Manager. 
-To former faculty member Dr. 
Duane Wulf and his wife, Ann, on 
the birth of Victoria Violet on Sep-
tember 18 
weighing 6 
lbs. 9 oz. 
-To Jason 
Johnson, winner of the Graduate Stu-
dent Assn’s pumpkin carving contest. 
-To former Research Asst. Daya 
Thudukurthy and his wife on the birth 
of their son, Aryen on October 28.  
They are employed at a quality control 
lab in Richmond, VA. 
Congratulations to the following students who are candidates for fall 
semester graduation : 
Kimberly Arnold, Owatonna, MN  
Kelsey Begalka, Castlewood, SD 
August Bortz, Jr., Gregory, SD              
Jase Clarke, Wessington, SD 
Jennifer Fasching, Waverly, MN     
Daniel Fehrman, Lake Benton, MN 
Samantha Hearnen, Conde, SD              
Calie Kalkowski, Niobrara, NE 
Ross Klingenberg, Colton, SD                
Elizabeth Krohmer, Wessington Springs, SD 
Billie Jo Kubat, Sioux Falls, SD              
Natalia Medina, Columbia, South America   
Katie Nelson, Rice, MN                    
Tyler Nelson, Lake Preston, SD    
Ryan Schroeder, LeMars, IA          
Andrew Snyder, Piedmont, SD    
Olivia Swanson, Crooks, SD                   
Joshua Twedt, Hudson, SD    
Scott Wagner, Primghar, IA            
Jake Waring, Ree Heights, SD    
Elizabeth Young, Yankton, SD 
 
Master of Science degree candidates: 
Carrie Delvaux Cox, Woonsocket, SD, Nutrition 
Kathy Koch, Crofton, NE, Nutrition 
Nikki Hojer Kroupa, Kimball, SD, Beef Production 
Lyssa Seefeldt, Medford, WI, Reproduction 
The 2012 Applied Reproductive Strategies in Beef Cattle Conference 
was held in Sioux Falls on December 3rd and 4th.  The conference had 
27 presentations from experts in the fields of reproduction, genetics, 
and nutrition.  Speakers from SDSU included Drs. Cody Wright, Mi-
chael Gonda, and George Perry from the Department of Animal Sci-
ence, and Drs. Chris Chase and Russell Daly from the Department of 
Veterinary and Biomedical Sciences.  The conference was attended by 
350 participants (35% producers, 23% veterinarians, 18% students, 
15% industry personnel, and 10% extension personnel) from across the 
United States, plus participants from Canada and England.  Addition-
ally, more than 40 people participated in the conference via Internet. 
Dr. Duane Wulf, former SDSU Animal 
Science professor, and his family have been 
serving orphans in Mexico since 2009 
through a non-profit 
organization The Fatted 
Calf.  One of their annual projects is EXPO 
Esperanza (Hope Expo), modeled after the 
US 4-H program. 
EXPO Esperanza 
2012 was held Au-
gust 16-17 at Casa 
Vida y Esperanza (CVE) in Magdalena de 
Kino, Sonora, Mexico. This The Fatted 
Calf project is in its 3rd year and grows 
each year. Forty-seven children partici-
pated and exhibited 208 projects in 25 
project areas. Thirty-six participants were 
children from CVE with 11 from Magda-
lena. A goal of EXPO 
Esperanza is that children will learn, practice, 
and experience the following skills: sense of 
accomplishment and confidence, responsibility 
and work ethic, courage, discipline and persis-
tence, communication skills, creativity, leader-
ship skills, technical knowledge and skills, in-
cluding animal and food science. Animal pro-
ject areas included horses, beef heifers, lambs, 
chickens, and dogs. 
Some highlights:  Five children worked five 
to six days per week for five weeks to tame, 
halter-break and train their heifers for 
EXPO. Nine children worked three to four 
days per week for five weeks to prepare 
lambs for EXPO. Eleven children each re-
ceived a cage with two small 
chickens five weeks before 
EXPO, which they fed, cared for, 
and grew until the show. They 
were evaluated on how much 
weight their chickens gained and 
how much feed was used. 
Thank you to Miranda Gerrard, daughter of Virginia Tech Animal 
Science Department Head Dave Gerrard and summer intern for 
The Fatted Calf, who worked with the children on a daily basis to 
prepare their animals for EXPO. Many thanks also to all of the 
donors of The Fatted Calf who helped make EXPO Esperanza 
2012 a great success. Thanks mostly to God for allowing us to 
serve Him by serving these orphans and needy children.  For more 
information and to see photos and videos from EXPO Esperanza, 
see www.thefatcalf.com. 
Following is Dr. Rebecca Bott’s report from her participation in 
the 3rd Equitarian Workshop held in mid-October: The Equitarian 
Initiative (EI) was developed by Drs. 
Jay Merriam and Julie Wilson a few 
years ago.  For three years the EI team 
has hosted equitarian workshops in im-
poverished areas of Mexico.  The team 
partnered with International Donkey 
Sanctuary, 
HSVMA, 
World Horse Welfare, AAEP, and 
Mexican veterinary school UNAM, 
along with veterinary organizations 
AMMVEE, and AMMVDE to provide 
health care and relief for working 
horses, mules, and donkeys in the three 
agricultural states of Mexico, Tlaxcala, Veracruz, and Pueblo. 
My interest in being a part of such a project 
stemmed from learning that nearly 80% of horses, 
donkeys, and mules worldwide are working ani-
mals.  These animals provide hard labor globally 
whether hauling bricks, lumbar, milk, feed, trash, 
or water.  They are literally the lifeline for so 
many families who depend on their working 
equid to earn income. 
 
This year the equitarian workshop was based in Tlaxcala.  People 
travelled from around the world to unite and serve the communi-
ties and the working animals.  Most 
participants were renowned veteri-
narians from the US and Mexico, and 
veterinary students from Mexico. 
Additional members of the team in-
cluded members of welfare organiza-
tions, philanthropists, photographers, 
and three animal scien-
tists.  One of the amazing 
things about this group is 
that several of the partici-
pants are actively provid-
ing similar care (or have 
in the past) to other 
horses, mules, and don-
keys in need in areas in-
cluding Honduras, Peru, Guatemala, Samana, Morocco, Mali, Bra-
zil, Native American Reservations, and several other locations. 
 
Community outreach/education was held in high regard, just as the 
imperative nature of veterinary care for these animals.  Please log 
onto  http://igrow.org/livestock/horse/3rd-equitarian-workshop-
blog-overview/ to read the daily blogs and enjoy the pictures. 
Welcome to Joshua Cribbs, who began employ-
ment December 3 as Instructor/Livestock Judging 
Coach.  Josh completed his Master of Science de-
gree this semester from Texas Tech University. 
The Animal Science 
Arena is currently under-
going renovation.  The 
original heating system is 
being replaced, necessitat-
ing remodeling the up-
stairs classrooms 
(pictured) to accommodate 
the new system. 
The Academic Quadrathalon held in October at SDSU produced 
the winning team of Eric Jolitz, Paul Prunty, Jesse VanderPlaat 
and Megan Violand.  They will compete in Midwest Animal Sci-
ence meetings in DesMoines in March.  Advisors are Drs. Mi-
chael Gonda, Stacy Scramlin and Cody Wright. 
The SD Grassland Coalition sponsored the Kathy Voth Road 
Show on December 6 at the Animal Science Department.  Ms. 
Voth is the founder of Livestock for Landscapes as well as re-
searched and worked with livestock as a land management tool for 
more than a decade.  She has successfully trained cattle to eat 
weeds as part of an overall grazing program for numerous pro-
jects.  To learn more about her, visit her website at:  
www.LivestockForLandscapes.com 
Condolences are expressed to Dr. Keith Underwood on the pass-
ing of his grandmother in Texas November 18. 
The 64th annual SD Cattlemen’s Association Convention and 
Trade Show was held November 27-29 in Huron.  SDSU person-
nel participating were:  Drs. Barry Dunn, Daniel Scholl, Robbi 
Pritchard, Julie Walker, Rosie Nold, along with Animal Science 
Extension Field Specialists Lynn Gordon, Warren Rusche, Ka-
lyn Waters and Jim Krantz. 
Approximately 2000 people were served a BBQ beef sandwich 
meal at Beef Bowl September 29 prior to the SDSU football game.  
Additionally 20 beef bundles were auctioned totaling $5500.  All 
proceeds from Beef Bowl meal and auction are available for 
scholarships for Animal Science students.   
